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Editor’s Note:

Happy Spring! This is Number 19 of the CAMP newsletter dedicated to preservation. I hope
you have had a good winter and are looking forward to a new season at historic sites this summer.
The next deadline will be July 20 to allow me time to put the issue together the August issue. If you
have ideas or suggestions for content, please reach out to me via my email below.

I do want to thank the members who have reached out to me with some content suggestions
and I will work to incorporate some of these suggestions in forthcoming issues. I also want to encour-
age members to send me suggestions for good books that we can feature here, as I believe new
books on preservation are something that should be highlighted in addition to those featured in the
Journal.

I'would ask that members consider submitting interesting articles they feel the rest of the
membership would be interested in dealing with historic preservation from across the country. If you
want to contribute content, please email me at daniel.sauerwein@gmail.com. I look forward to hear-
ing from you and thank you for the opportunity to serve as editor. Have a wonderful spring and start
planning those trips to historic sites for the summer.

— Daniel Sauerwein, Editor

Camp Naco Preserves Diverse Military History in Arizona

Courtesy of Mark Costa, Marketing and Communications Consultant
Camp Naco Project, Naco Heritage Alliance




Camp Naco is a cornerstone of Buffalo Soldier history in Arizona and represents the proud tradi-
tion of Black military regiments after the Civil War. The Camp's 100+ year-old adobe buildings
and parade grounds sit just 600 yards north of the US-Mexico border in the community of Naco
Arizona and reside on the ancestral lands of the Chiricahua Apache. In the aftermath of World
War I and the Mexican Revolution, Camp Naco was one of 35 permanent camps established as
part of the US War Department's Mexican Border Defense Project — a plan to build a 1,200 mile-
long barrier of soldiers and military camps along the United States-Mexico border from Browns-
ville Texas to Nogales Arizona to safeguard American citizens and economic interests. During this
period, Camp Naco housed African American troops from the Ninth and Tenth Cavalry Regi-
ments, and later the Twenty-fifth Infantry Regiment, collectively known as Buffalo Soldiers, who
served their country with patriotism and resilience during a period of racial segregation. Today,
Camp Naco remains the only surviving post from this historic border protection effort and en-
dures as a testament to military, economic, political and cultural values that it represents.

About the Naco Heritage Alliance:

The Naco Heritage Alliance was formed in 2008 as a 501c¢c3 non-profit organization charged with
preserving the historic Camp Naco and developing community programming to sustain their fu-
ture use. Since then, the Naco Heritage Alliance has received numerous grants to conduct preser-
vation studies, stabilize and secure the site, remove and abate asbestos roof materials, and re-
roof the buildings. In 2012, the Camp Naco Historic District was listed on the National Register of
Historic Places and in 2018, the property was acquired by the City of Bisbee which continues to
manage and maintain the site. In May 2022, Camp Naco was named one of America's 11 Most En-
dangered Historic Places by the National Trust for Historic Preservation. This was followed by two
significant awards granted to the City of Bisbee and the Naco Heritage Alliance: $4.6M from the
Office of Arizona Governor Doug Ducey and $3.5M from the Mellon Foundation for the rehabilita-
tion of Camp Naco's historic buildings and the development of community programming to sus-
tain their future use.

The Camp Naco project began in January 2023 under the auspices of the City of Bisbee and
guided by the Naco Heritage Alliance. The mission of the Naco Heritage Alliance is to create a
destination at Camp Naco that:

a) Honors the legacy of the Buffalo Soldiers in the American Southwest,

b) Advances arts & culture of the Arizona Borderlands, and

c) Serves as a community resource for the residents of Naco AZ.

For more information on Camp Naco and its preservation:

Camp Naco website - http://www.CampNacoAZ.org

Camp Naco history - https://camp-naco-agic.hub.arcgis.com/

Saving Places (National Trust for Historic Preservation) story on Camp Naco's project funding
(April 2023): https://savingplaces.org/stories/preserving-camp-naco

AZ Tllustrated video story (aired May 2023) - https://tv.azpm.org/p/new/2023/5/2/215816-camp-
naco/.




55th Annual Fort de Chartres Rendezvous

The two-day popular annual Rendezvous usually held the first weekend in June, features shooting
competitions, military drills, dancing, music, food, and traders of eighteenth-century-style goods.

Living history groups portraying British regulars, colonial civilians, militia, French colonial
troops, and Native American groups bring the historic fort to life. It is a fun event at one of the
best-preserved colonial-era forts between the Appalachians and Mississippi River and it is one of
the largest forts.

Having visited the event a couple times and the fort a few more, it is a site worth checking out, as
several historic buildings still stand and others are “ghosted” by timber frames.

Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m.-3 p.m. - FREE Admission, $5 Parking

1350 State Route 155 Prairie du Rocher, IL 62277
618.284.7230
Saturday, June 7, 2025 - Sunday, June 8, 2025 @ 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Founded in 1966 as the Council on Abandoned Military Posts, CAMP changed its name in 1981. It is a non-profit,

501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization whose members are interested in the identification, restoration, preservation, and me-
morialization of old military installations as well as their history and traditions. All persons sharing these interests are in-
vited to join. CAMP publishes an academic journal (The Journal of America’s Military Past), a newsletter on recent devel-
opments in historic preservation (Headquarters Heliogram), and hosts a webinar series (Military Moments). Find out
more at: www.campjamp.org.



